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“Public Service through Communication” 
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Email address: **pending** 
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October 2006 
 

Membership Meetings 
 

September Meeting; 
• The meeting was held Wednesday, September 20, 2006 at 7 PM at the Rapho Township 

Municipal Building 
 

• Present at the meeting were; 
Dave Payne N3LOM 
Frank Coleman KB3GMZ 
Paul Herr KD8WY 
Rick Watson N3SWJ 
Jim Silvius KE4SUR 
Ted Freedman K3KSA 

Mike Warner N3XPD 
Roger Colvin W3PWH 
Grant Beauchamp KB3KIN 
Harry Bauder WA3FFK 
Gerald Wilson KB3GNB

 
 
General Business: The general business section of the meeting was conducted with round robin 
introductions, readings of previous meeting minutes, treasures report, etc. 
 
Old Business 
 

• Dave Payne has signed the mortgage agreement to pay at the rate of $409 per month. The 
payment will be withdrawn automatically from the club’s checking account. 

 
• Dave was unable to pay the club’s electric bill online because it is a commercial account. 

He is getting the forms to have the payment withdrawn automatically from the club’s 
checking account. 

 
• Adopt-a-Highway. Harry Bauder reported that he and Rick Watson cleared the trash from 

Brennaman Road on Saturday, August 19. Dave said we need to do it twice more this 
year to meet our commitment to the township. Harry agreed to do it again on Saturday, 
September 30. Initially Rick Watson said he could help, but later learned he has another 
commitment for the day. 

 
• JOTA – Harry Bauder reported that the local Boy Scout troop had already set their 

calendar before they heard about JOTA. Harry and Dave Sarraf will work on lining up 
something for next year. 
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New Business 

• Dave Payne received an economic development grant for $5,000 for fencing at the 
repeater site. Dave expects to receive grants for the driveway stone and for the Operating 
Building in the future. 

 
Upcoming Events: 

• The Heart Walk is this coming Saturday, September 23. There is construction near the 
F&M Sports Complex where people usually park, so parking will be available at Clipper 
Stadium and other locations. Transportation from the parking areas to the Sports 
Complex is being provided. The person coordinating the event has not done it before. The 
combination of that and the construction make planning a bit tenuous. Volunteers are 
needed at 6:30 AM to help park cars and to watch the bridge over the railroad tracks. 
Volunteers are also needed at 8 AM to cover the parade route, which is supposed to be 
the same as last year’s route. All parade-related operations will take place on the 147.015 
(PL 118.8) repeater.  

 
• Elizabethtown Library Book Sale. This event is scheduled for Saturday, October 7. The 

library donates all unsold books to the club for recycling. Volunteers are needed about 
4:30 PM to load books on the trailer.. 

 
• Rapho Township recycling is Saturday, October 14, from 7 to 11 AM at the Rapho 

Township Municipal Building. Volunteers are needed to help. This is a good, easy source 
of income for the club. 

 
• Halloween Parade. This event will probably take place Thursday, October 26, starting 

about 5 PM. Volunteers are needed to help line up the parade and provide 
communications during the parade. Food is provided to the participants following the 
parade. 

 
• Field Day. Harry Bauder and Dave Sarraf have agreed to head up this effort for 2007. 

They are seeking a more public place to hold the event so the club and amateur radio get 
more exposure. Park City and Lancaster Shopping Center have been suggested as 
possible locations. Grant Beauchamp will check into the possibility of using either of 
these sites. 

 
• The club is also looking into the possibility of having a booth at the 2007 Elizabethtown 

Fair. 
 

• Harry Bauder informed the club that he and his wife are starting a 34 week course that 
meets on Tuesday evenings. That means he will not be available to serve as Net Control. 
Another operator is needed to fill that position. Paul Herr indicated he may be interested 
in doing that. 
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• Mike Warner asked who is updating the club’s website. He was informed that he and 
Rick Watson volunteered to do it! It was noted that the email link needs to be removed 
since we no longer have that email address. 

 
• Grant Bauchamp moved to adjourn the meeting at 19:35. Harry Bauder seconded the 

motion which passed unanimously. 
 
Technical Section: 
 

• Following the official meeting, Mike Warner gave a very interesting and informative 
demonstration on packet and the Outpost Packet Message Manager program. Mike 
referenced two sources of good information: www.packetradio.com for general 
information on, and materials for, packet radio and www.coastalchip.com for an 
inexpensive “TNC-X” kit. 
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ARES/RACES 

 
RACES Nets 

 
Lancaster County Net is held on the first Tuesday of the month at 2030 hours local time. 
Presently being held on the 147.015 MHz repeater with minus offset and 118.8 PL. 
 
Pennsylvania RACES HF Nets are held at 3993.5 kHz LSB on all Sundays except holidays. 
The statewide net is on the first Sunday of the month at 0800 hours local time.  
The Central Area (including Lancaster County) net is at 08:30 local time. 
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Tech Section: 
If anyone has anything they would like to contribute to this or a topic they would like to 
see please let me know. 
 
 
Resistance Calculations – A review of methods for calculating total resistance. 
 
Series-connected resistance. 
Resistances in series add as in the formula, Rt = R1 + R2 + R3 etc… 
Where Rt is the total resistance. 
  
So, if we have a group of resistors connected in series as in the picture 

 
 
With resistance values of R1 = 10 ohms, R2 = 470 ohms, R3 = 100 ohms. 
Then to find the total resistance we would follow the formula to add the values. 
Rt = 10 + 470 + 1000 
Rt = 1480  ohms 

 
Parallel-connected resistance. 

 
This configuration can be a little more complex to calculate. 
One formula for this is the reciprocal of the sum of the reciprocals.  
 
Rt = 1/(1/R1+1/R2+1/R3) 
 or using the values above, 
Rt = 1(1/10+1/470+1/1000) 
Rt = 1/(.1+.002+.001) 
Rt = 1/.103 
Rt = 9.71 Ohms 
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Another method can be used if all of the resistances in parallel are of equal value. 
In this case it’s pretty simple with, 
Rt = Rx/Rn. Were Rt is the total resistance, Rx is the value of one each of the 
individual resistances and Rn is the number of resistors. 
So if there are 4 resistors of 1000 Ohms each, the total resistance would be, 
Rt = 1000/4 
Rt = 250 Ohms 
 
If there are only two resistors connected in parallel than a formula called the 
product over the sum method can be used. This one works like, 
Rt = (R1xR2)/(R1+R2) 
So if there are two resistors of R1 = 1000 Ohms and R2 = 47 Ohms then 
Rt = (1000x47)/(1000+47) 
Rt = 47000/1047 
Rt = 44.89 Ohms 
 
A quick check of the answer in a parallel circuit is that the total resistance will 
always be less than the lowest value resistance. In all three cases above we check 
out ok in this regard. 
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Digital Modes: 
If anyone has anything they would like to contribute to this or a topic they would like to 
see please let me know. 
 

 

������������	�
����

 
There is not much to report in this section other than to say that the packet 
session at the September meeting went well and I would like to thank all those 
who contributed by asking questions, giving insights and comments and for just 
being there to participate. I enjoyed it a very much. 



 
QRZ News – May 2006 

 

Page 8 of 8 

General News: 
If anyone has anything they would like to contribute to this or a topic they would like to 
see please let me know. 
 
This from NASA at 
http://science.nasa.gov/headlines/y2006/13sep_electricice.htm?list919813 
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Hamfests this month: 
 
October 1, CARA-Fest 
Howard County Fairgrounds 
15 Mi. West of Baltimore, MD 
http://www.carafest.org/ 
 
October 7, Red Rose Tailgate Fest 
WEST EARL COMMUNITY PARK 
BROWNSTOWN EXIT ROUTE 222 
http://www.qsl.net/rrra/ 
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2006 OFFICERS 
President: Dave Payne, N3LOM 
Vice President: Rick Watson, N3SWJ 
Secretary: Dave Sarraf, N3NDJ 
Treasurer: Grant Beauchamp, KB3KIN 
Directors: Harry Bauder, WA3FFK. Mike Warner N3XPD 
 
APPOINTMENTS 
 
Web site  
Dave Sarraf N3NDJ; Rick Watson, N3SWJ; Mike Warner, N3XPD 
 
Training Committee 
Max Peters, KI6NJ; Dave Payne, N3LOM; Jim Ibaugh,AA3C; Yogi Bear, WB3FQY. 
 
Tech Committee 
Dave Payne, N3LOM; Mike Warner, N3XPD; Harry Bauder, WA3FFK 
 
Newsletter:  
Mike Warner, N3XPD 
Email: n3xpd@comcast.net 
 
SPARC Nets 
SPARC holds nets on the 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th Tuesday (every Tuesday except the first) at 2030 
local time on 145.230 MHz minus offset and a PL of 118.8.  
 
 
That’s all for now, 
Hope to hear you all on the air and see you at a meeting or club event. 
73, 
Mike Warner, N3XPD 
 
 
 


